CHAPTER LX
THE TRANSFERENCE OF EVIL
PRIMITIVE man often believes that he can rid himself of all
his troubles by magically transferring them to other persons,
or even to inanimate objects. Elsewhere I have given many
examples of this belief, and of the practice which is based
upon it.1 Here I will give some fresh examples of this fruitful
theme, beginning with the transference of evils to inanimate
objects. Thus, for example, the Wajagga of Mount Kiliman-
jaro in East Africa think that they can transfer their bodily
ailments to inanimate objects. If a man for instance is suffer-
ing from a pain in his neck he is recommended to rise early
in the morning, go out, and walk several times round a certain
tree, addressing it in an appropriate speech. By so doing he
is believed to transfer the pain from his neck to the tree.8
Among the Brahui of Baluchistan, when a man is suffering
from tertian fever his friends will sometimes make a doll and
dress it up in gaudy colours. " And early on the morrow
when the fever is due, one of the kin rouses the sick man from
his slumber, and making him take the doll and some parched
wheat in his hand, he leads him to a lonely tree where none
can see him, and there he leaves him. And beneath the tree
the sick man seats the doll, and in her lap he pours the parched
wheat, and says, ' Poor thing, keep my fever with you, I pray
you.1 And having so said, he hurries away with never a
backward look, lest the fever come upon him again." *
Often the evil is thought to be transferred to stones or
1 The Golden Bough : The Scape-      der Dschagganeger, pp. 161 sq.
goat, pp. I sqq.                                         * Denys Bray, The Life-History of
' B. Gutmann, Dichten undDenken      a Brahvi, 106.
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